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Letter of Inquiry submitted by PET San Antonio

History and Mission

Wholly run by volunteers and donor-financed, PET San Antonio makes and distributes off-road wheelchairs for
people in third-world, war-ravaged and natural disaster-torn countries who have lost their lower limbs or use of them.
Haiti has become an emergency target for PET productions as of Feb. 22, 2010.

PET San Antonio is an affiliate of PET International, which was begun in 1995 by a retired missionary, a pastor
and an airplane mechanic in Missouri and today has 15 affiliate workshops in 10 states, Mexico and South Africa. In
addition to building PETs and promoting the need for PETs in developing countries, PET International and its affiliates
including PET San Antonio oversee worksites where PETSs are constructed, teach others how to build PETs, and help
deliver PETs to international agencies and sponsors in 70 of the world’s poorest countries.

PET San Antonio began operating informally in 2003 and then formally organized in 2005. In its infancy, PET
San Antonio primarily supported and operated under PET Luling, which had acquired its 501(c)3) Nonprofit Public
Charity status. In 2009, PET San Antonio received its 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Public Charity status as Personal Energy
Transportation of Texas, Inc. dba PET San Antonio.

PET San Antonio and its affiliates began focusing PET production on Haitian relief efforts after PET
International established an alliance with the Haitian government and the World Trade Organization. On Feb. 26, 2010,
PET San Antonio received word that 183 PET units are being shipped from PET International in Columbia, Missouri,
directly to Haiti through La Porte, Texas, and another 100 PETSs will be headed to La Porte from the Aurora, Missouri,
PET workshop for direct shipment to Haiti within approximately 30 days or by mid-April 2010.

Product, Services and Audience Served

It is important to say upfront that while PET San Antonio produces PETs for underserved people in third-world
countries, it is focused on mobilizing local volunteers—particularly marginalized groups—to enrich the local community
while serving a global need. Such groups include juveniles court-ordered to fulfill community service hours, homeless and
other veterans and wounded soldiers in recovery. Building PETs has already shown, with wounded soldiers for example,
to build self-esteem and develop concrete vocational skills.

PET units are sturdy, three-wheeled, hand-cranked carriages engineered with wheelbarrow wheels and solid tires
that do well in dirt and grass. Free to anyone without mobility due to birth defects, diabetes, spinal cord injuries, polio,
land mines, war or natural disaster, PETs are widely accepted in the world’s poorest places. A PET can raise a human
being’s dignity by raising him or her literally out of the dirt and rubble. PET San Antonio provides production, assembly,

Bringing the “Gift of Mobility” to disabled people around the world






